
As we step into 2025, I am filled with pride 
and gratitude as we mark two years of my 
tenure as your Sheriff and 175 years of 
dedicated service to San Diego County. 
This milestone is a testament to the 
unwavering commitment of our employees and the invaluable 
partnerships we share with our communities.
 
The new year brings fresh opportunities for collaboration 
and innovation. We are expanding community engagement 
initiatives to strengthen trust and communication with those 
we serve. At the same time, we are introducing advanced 
technologies to enhance public safety, ensuring our deputies 
have the tools they need to protect and serve effectively.
 
We are also prioritizing critical improvements within our 
detention facilities. From modernizing infrastructure to 
enhancing medical and mental health services, these updates 
reflect our dedication to providing humane, respectful care for 
all in our custody.
 
As we honor our storied history, we remain focused on the 
future. Community partnerships will continue to guide our 
forward-thinking approach as we address the evolving needs 
of our region.
 
Thank you for your trust and support. To our employees, your 
hard work inspires me daily. Here’s to a safe, successful 2025 
together, we will achieve great things.
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The San Marcos and Vista community is celebrating a milestone as the 
first group of students graduates from the Rise Above youth program. 
This eight-week initiative, led by deputies from the San Marcos and 
Vista Sheriff’s Stations, helps kids aged 9 to 12 overcome obstacles 
and develop essential life skills. The program focuses on teaching 
participants how to make positive choices, build confidence, resolve 
conflicts, and explore future career paths. Each session includes 
engaging activities and opportunities for kids to connect with deputies 
and community leaders. This program requires parent participation. 
 
The program is expanding to Rancho San Diego in spring 2025, bringing 
these valuable lessons to even more children. The next session in 
Spring Valley runs from February 19 through April 9, 2025, at the Spring 
Valley Community Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Vista’s program 
begins on January 30, 2025, at the Linda Rhodes Community Center, 
and San Marcos will welcome its next class on April 8, 2025, at the Boys 
and Girls Club of San Marcos. 
 
Mentors and businesses are invited to support this transformative 
program by volunteering, partnering, or simply getting involved. 
Together, we can help children rise above!

RISE ABOVE PROGRAM
      

Patricia Ceballos, the Reentry Services Manager for the San Diego 
County Sheriff’s Office, has spent 18 years making a difference in 
reentry and rehabilitation services. She oversees programs in all seven 
detention facilities, focusing on helping individuals in custody prepare 
for a successful return to the community. Under her leadership, the 
Sheriff’s Office offers over three dozen reentry programs, including 
trades like construction, culinary arts, and even wellness classes 
through partnerships with organizations like the Old Globe Theater. 
These programs provide skills, education, and support to help 
individuals gain confidence and independence.
 
Recently, the Sheriff’s Office earned the “Public-Private Partnership 
Award” from the SD Taxpayers Association for its reentry work, 
highlighting its dedication to providing second chances. With partners 
like Grossmont Adult Education, participants receive opportunities 
to earn their High School Equivalency, gain hands on vocational 
skills through Career Technical Education, and obtain transferable 
college credits and pre-apprenticeship certifications. Reentry Services 
Division’s commitment continues to create opportunities for justice 
involved individuals, fostering hope and lasting change.

PATRICIA CEBALLOS: A LEADER IN REENTRY SUCCESS



Are you a student looking to gain real-world experience in media, 
public relations, or design? The San Diego County Sheriff’s Media 
Relations Unit is offering exciting internship opportunities for college 
students! These roles are perfect for individuals who want to explore a 
career in law enforcement communications while honing their skills in a 
professional environment. Internships are unpaid, but college credit is 
available for eligible students.

Interns can choose from various roles, including administrative 
support, video production, public relations, graphic design, and social 
media. Each position offers hands-on experience, mentorship, and 
opportunities to collaborate on meaningful projects. Whether you’re 
drafting press releases, creating graphics, managing social media 
accounts, or assisting with video production, you’ll play a vital role in 
engaging with the community and promoting public safety.
Applicants should have strong communication skills, be detail-oriented, 
and work well in a team. Familiarity with tools like Microsoft Office, 
Adobe Creative Suite, or social media platforms is a plus. Don’t miss 
this chance to grow your skills and make a difference. 

MEDIA RELATIONS INTERNSHIP

FREE HOME SECURITY CONSULTATIONS

      

Did you know the San Diego Sheriff’s Office offers 
free residential security consultations? All Crime 
Prevention Specialists at each patrol station 
are certified CPTED (Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design) technicians and can come 
to your home to complete an assessment for free. 
These consultations provide homeowners with 
recommendations on how to enhance the safety of 
their home. 

Some benefits of this free service include:
•	 Customized security tips tailored 				  

to your home’s layout
•	 Guidance on installing and/or upgrading locks, 

alarms, cameras, or lighting.
•	 Crime prevention strategies to protect your 

property.
•	 Guidance on setting up a Neighborhood Watch 

Program in your community. 

To schedule a Residential Security Consultation, 
please contact your local Sheriff’s patrol station and 
ask to speak to a Crime Prevention Specialist. 
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“ Y o u r  V o i c e  M a t t e r s !  T e l l 
U s  W h a t  Y o u  W a n t  t o  S e e  i n 
O u r  N e w s l e t t e r .  R e p l y  a n d 
S h a r e  Y o u r  I d e a s ! ”

D o w n l o a d 
T h e  A p p 
To d a y !

Poway Winter Festival
Friday, January 10, 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 11, 3:30 to 8:30 
p.m.
Community Park
13094 Civic Center Drive

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Parade
Sunday, January 19
11:00 a.m.
Habor Drive South 
From Ash to Pacific

San Marcos E-Bike 
Presentation
Tuesday, January 21
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
San Elijo Schoolhouse Way
San Marcos, CA 92078

MESSAGE FROM 
THE SHERIFF

RISE ABOVE

PATRICIA CEBALLOS

MEDIA RELATIONS 
INTERNSHIP

FREE HOME SECURITY 
CONSULTATIONS

CRIME STOPPERS

RISE ABOVE GRADUATION

UPCOMING EVENTS

S I G N  U P  F O R  D I G I T A L 
N E W S L E T T E R  E M A I L S

San Diego County Crime Stoppers (SDCCS) is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to keeping our communities safe by solving felony crimes 
anonymously. Since its founding, SDCCS has partnered with local 
law enforcement agencies, the media, and the public to solve over 
6,500 felony cases, including homicides, robberies, and burglaries. 
The program’s success lies in its commitment to anonymity, allowing 
tipsters to share vital information without fear of reprisal. With an 
average of 400 tips monthly, SDCCS plays a critical role in providing 
leads to local, state, and federal agencies. Each tip can help make 
our neighborhoods safer and even qualify for a cash reward. SDCCS 
also empowers youth through the Students Speaking Out program. 
This resource encourages middle and high school students to report 
safety concerns anonymously, preventing incidents and fostering safer 
schools. Support SDCCS by sharing tips at 888-580-8477 or visiting 
sdcrimestoppers.org. Together, we can make a difference!
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