Kelly A. Martinez
Undersheriff

May 19, 2022

Chief Roxana Kennedy, President

San Diego County Chiefs' and Sheriff's Association
315 Fourth Avenue

Chula Vista, CA 91910

Chief Kennedy:
NEW INTAKE SCREENING PROCESSES

It the Sheriff's Department's priority to facilitate all bookings and to do so as efficiently as possible. It is our
desire to work with every arresting officer to get their prisoners booked, while ensuring the medical needs of
the individual being booked are met. Per California Penal Code 4015(b), the Sheriff is not required "to receive
a person who is in need of immediate medical care until that person has been transported to a hospital or
medical facility so that... [their] medical needs can be addressed prior to booking into county jail." We are
committed to accepting all bookings as long as they can be medically cleared and appropriately treated while
in our custody.

On June 1, 2022, the San Diego County Sheriff's Department will implement several new medical screening
protocols at the San Diego Central Jail (SDCJ), Las Colinas Detention and Reentry Facility (LCDRF) and
Vista Detention Facility (VDF). Sheriff's staff will ask specific medical and mental health questions as part of
this intake protocol. As part of this screening, a urine test may be required from an individual prior to booking,
based on the responses to these questions and other medical indicators. In general, we are looking to identify
those experiencing, displaying, or reporting signs or symptoms of alcohol or substance use or withdrawal, or
those with a history of use. This urine test is intended to screen for narcotics and is crucial to identify those
individuals who are at risk of withdrawal related medical conditions from alcohol and opiates while in custody.
The identification of at-risk individuals is a necessary step in the implementation of a more robust Medically
Assisted Treatment (MAT) program, which has proven to mitigate the effects of withdrawal symptoms and
prevent deaths while in custody.

Arresting officers do not need to do anything different other than follow the directions provided by jail nursing
staff. As part of the medical screening process, the nurse will simply ask the arrestee if they will voluntarily
provide a urine sample and participate in the withdrawal protocol process. Depending on their answer, nurses
will advise if a urine sample needs to be collected, or a refusal form needs to be signed. The nurse will then
provide a drug screening cup. The restrooms in the intake area are intended to facilitate this process. Once the
sample is collected, it should be capped and returned to the nurse for reading.

Arresting officers may also opt to bypass the process at the jail by collecting urine specimens from their arrestee
during processing at the station. A sample may be collected in a clean lab specimen collection bottle and
accompany the arrestee to the jail. The sample must have been collected within two (2) hours of the arrestee
being transported to jail for booking to be of use. Once the arrestee reaches the medical screening portion of
the booking process, the sample will simply be poured into the provided testing cup once directed to do so by
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nursing staff. This option is recommended when possible because the jails only have one bathroom and limited
staff to accommodate obtaining the sample.

We will also be streamlining our process for arrestees who show abnormalities during the body scan process.
Arrestees who are not initially accepted at booking or who receive medical treatment before being brought to
an intake facility will require a Medical Discharge/Clearance for Booking Form. This form shall be completed
by the hospital staff and brought to the jail with their arrestee. This form, and the accompanying discharge
paperwork, will ensure jail medical staff are provided adequate diagnosis and treatment information, ensure
continuity of care for the patient, and reduce the number of unnecessary, repeated, or inconsistent rejections
of individuals at intake.

Arrestees who are not initially accepted for booking due to a body scan abnormality will now follow a
standardized process for clearance prior to them completing the booking process. If an arrestee is not accepted
for this reason, the arresting officers will now receive a Body Scan Abnormality form detailing the concern.
This will be accompanied by a Medical Discharge/Clearance for Booking Form and a copy of the body scan
image. This will aid medical staff at the hospital in properly diagnosing and treating the item(s) of concern.
The Sheriff's Department has been working with area hospitals on this new procedure. It is anticipated, based
on feedback from the hospitals that this change will significantly expedite the evaluation process and clearance.
Once the arrestee is cleared for booking and released, the two forms and associated documents need to be
returned to the jail.

As with any process change, delays can be expected. We anticipate them to be the greatest in the first couple
weeks following implementation but believe they will subside as our health staff's proficiency increases.
Additionally, we understand these changes will be impactful to agency operations during some challenging
times for staffing countywide; however, we ask that arresting officers be patient with our staff during these
changes.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

oz
Anthony @ Ray, Shériff
ACR:mms
Attachments:

Photos of specimen collection cup/ drug test cup
Medical Discharge/Clearance for Booking Form
Body Scan Abnormality Form
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Lab Specimen Collection Bottle



