RESPECT Project is a character-building and mentoring program designed for teenage youth in
grades 9-12. Founded in 2014 by the San Diego County Sheriff’s Office, the program offers youth
comprehensive resources, decision-making tools, and lasting relationships with positive role

models in their community.

During a 16-week introductory RESPECT Academy, students build trust with law enforcement
officials and community members. The structured academy includes decision-making classes,
physical fitness, team sports, and student-led discussions. Special guest speakers, including
those with lived experience in the justice system, are frequently invited to share their life stories
and offer valuable advice to the group. Social service providers, businesses, and faith-based

organizations supplement the program by offering additional services to students and families.

Upon completion of the academy, graduates are encouraged to return to RESPECT’s San Marcos
headquarters for daily support, mentoring and recreation. The facility offers a safe and uplifting
environment for youth after school and during the summer months. Graduates receive meals,
academic tutoring, and access to support services including work readiness and therapy. To-
gether, students and staff can also utilize the facility’s many resources including its fitness cen-

ter, recording studio, art room, and gaming area.

Contact us

Sheriff’s'RESPECT Project

151 E Carmel St, San Marcos, CA 92078
(760) 842-5780
RespectProject@sdsheriff.org
Instagram: @RespectProjectSD

MISSION

In collaboration with our community,
RESPECT offers youth authentic
relationships with law enforcement and
tangible pathways to success

VISION

We provide a safe, respectful atmosphere
in which youth are empowered to
improve their quality of life at home, in
school, and in their community.
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