
U NONIMMIGRANT STATUS (U VISA)
SAN DIEGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

VICTIMS OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITY

Congress established the
qualifying criminal
activities listed below for
the U visa:

Abduction 
Abusive sexual contact 
Blackmail 
Domestic Violence 
Extortion 
False imprisonment 
Felonious assault 
Female genital mutilation
Fraud in foreign labor
contracting 
Hostage 
Incest 
Involuntary servitude 
Kidnapping 
Manslaughter 
Murder 
Obstruction of justice 
Peonage 
Perjury 
Prostitution 
Rape 
Sexual assault 
Sexual exploitation 
Slave trade 
Stalking 
Torture 
Trafficking 
Unlawful criminal
restraint 
Witness tampering 
Attempt, conspiracy, or
solicitation to commit any
of the above crimes.

U visa Qualifying Crimes
Under federal law, victims of certain crimes who
have suffered substantial physical or mental
abuse and are helpful to law enforcement or
government officials in the investigation or
prosecution of the criminal activity are eligible
to apply for a U Nonimmigrant Status (U visa).
The U visa allows eligible victims, and qualifying
family members, to live and work in the United
States for up to four years with the possibility of
obtaining permanent resident status.

Qualifications / Eligibility 

To qualify, a victim must obtain a signed Form I-
918, Supplement B, U Nonimmigrant Status
Certification attesting to the victim's helpfulness
in the law enforcement investigation or
prosecution of the designated crime. The San
Diego County Sheriff's Office is the certifying
entity for crimes investigated by the San Diego
County Sheriff's Office.

What is a U visa

You may be eligible for a U visa if:
You have been the victim of a qualifying
crime;

1.

You have suffered substantial physical or
mental abuse as a result of having been a
victim of a qualifying crime;

2.

You have information about the qualifying
crime;

3.

You were helpful, are helpful, or are likely to
be helpful to law enforcement in the
investigation or prosecution of the crime;
and

4.

The crime committed occurred in the United
States or violated U.S. laws.

5.



A completed U visa Questionnaire
A self-addressed stamped envelope
A blank Form I-918, Supplement B, 
Nonimmigrant Status Certification
(access form using the QR code below)
Mail your U visa certification request to the
following address:

U VISA SUBMISSION PROCESS

How to Submit a U visa Request

SAN DIEGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

uscis.gov

The U visa certification process begins with a
request being received by the Sheriff's Office.
Requests may be submitted by a victim, their family
member, a licensed attorney representing the victim,
or a representative fully accredited by the U.S.
Department of Justice authorized to represent the
victim in immigration proceedings. 

Step 1: Complete the 
San Diego County Sheriff’s Office
U visa Questionnaire

Step 2: Submit U visa packet with
the following requested items:

Step 3:
Certification Process

San Diego County Sheriff’s Office 
U visa Information/Questionnaire 
 sdsheriff.gov/resources/ u-visa-information

 Information can be
found with the QR

Code:

If you believe you are eligible , visit
sdsheriff.gov/resources/u-visa-information and
complete the San Diego Sheriff's Office “U visa
Questionnaire”. This questionnaire will aid the
certifying official in reviewing and completing the
U visa certification request.

The Sheriff's Office's role is to
certify that the victim:

It is the victim's responsibility
to submit the signed
certification and any other
required documents to United
States Citizenship and
Immigration Services.

Depending on the final
disposition, the Sheriff's Office
will either issue a certification
(a signed Form I-918,
Supplement B), or a denial
letter to the requestor.

Was the individual a victim of
a qualifying crime; and

1.

Has been helpful, is being
helpful, or is likely to be
helpful to the detection or
investigation or prosecution
of that qualifying crime.

2.

San Diego Sheriff's Office
Major Crimes Division Family Protection Unit (U visa) 

 5590 Overland Avenue San Diego, CA 92123


